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What ESU is? 



¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 

ÅThe European Students' Union (ESU) is an umbrella organisation 
of 45 National Unions of Students from 38 different countries. 
Through its members, ESU represents over 15 million students in 
Europe. 

 

ÅThe NUSes are open to all students in their respective country 
regardless of political persuasion, religion, ethnic or cultural origin, 
sexual orientation or social standing.  

 

ÅOur members are also student-run, autonomous, representative 
and operate according to democratic principles. 

ESU is member of the European Youth Forum 



¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 

 

ÅThe aim of ESU is to represent and promote the educational, 
social, economic and cultural interests of students at the European 
level towards all relevant bodies and in particular the European 
Union, Bologna Follow Up Group, Council of Europe and UNESCO. 

 

ÅESU will work for sustainable, accessible and high quality higher 
education in Europe. 

 

ÅVision: Equal educational and social opportunities in an open and 
democratic Europe where students shape a sustainable future. 



The beginningΧΦ 



¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 

Å1989: Wall falls and WESIB becomes  

 

Å1999: The Bologna Process starts and ESIB creates content 
committees - Information exchange to more advocacy 

 

Å2001: ESU as stakeholder organization in the Bologna Process 

 

Å2007: ESIB is renamed into ESU 

 

Å2012: 30th anniversary of WESIB/ESIB/ESU 
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European Medical Students' 

Association (EMSA) 

Forum of European Muslim Youth and 

Student Organisation (FEMYSO) 

International Association of 

Political Science Students (IAPSS) 
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Spanish background on 
QA of Higher Education 



Spanish context 

Å1975 CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ CǊŀƴŎƻΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
 

Å1977 1st democracy elections 
 

Å1978 Spanish Constitution 
 

Å1983 University Reform Law (LRU) 
  Internal democracy & Autonomy 

 

Å1986 Accession to the  European  
  Economic Community (EEC) 



Beginning of QA in Spain (I) 

1992/1994 

ωUniversities Council (Ministry of Education) 

ωExperimental Evaluation Programme of the University Quality 

1996/2000 

ωUniversities Council (Ministry of Education) 

ω1st National Plan for the Evaluation of the Quality of Universities 
(PNECU) 

2001/2003 

ωUniversities Council (Ministry of Education) Ą ANECA 

ω2nd Universities Quality Plan (PCU) 

2002 

ωCouncil of Ministers 

ωSetting up of the National Agency for Quality Assessment and 
Accreditation (ANECA) 



Beginning of QA in Spain (II) 

 

ÅVery little prior experience in Quality Assurance.  

 

ÅThere was not a tradition of quality assessment.  

 

ÅQuality culture is not as rooted and widespread 
as in other European countries. 

 

ÅVoluntary Institutional Evaluation Programme 



Beginning of QA in Spain (III) 

ÅIn Spain there are 17 
autonomous regions, 
11 of them with a QA 
regional agency. 
 

ÅSome of them are 
making efforts in the 
same line as ANECA. 
 

ÅHowever, not all of 
them have worked 
along this line, but it  
will  become 
necessary to do so in 
the near future. 
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Beginning of QA in EHEA (I) 

Å The Berlin Communiqué (2003), 
called upon ENQA through its 
members, in cooperation with the 
EUA, EURASHE, and ESIB, to 
develop an agreed set of 
standards, procedures and 
guidelines on quality assurance . 
 

Å By the Bergen Communiqué 
(2005) the European ministers of 
education endorse the document 
"Standards and guidelines for 
quality assurance in the European 
Higher Education !ǊŜŀάΣ drawn up 
by ENQA, and providing a 
framework for quality assurance 
systems.  


